
1 Preliminary data.

Among the 10 most common names for new-born boys, along with Georgi, Dimitar, Ivan and Nikola,   
some names which are unusual for Bulgarian tradition, like Martin, Daniel and Viktor, also dominate. The 
number of new-borns with names of khans and kings of the First and Second Bulgarian Kingdom has 
increased, for example - Boris, Kaloyan, Simeon and Asparuh. 

The most common Muslim names for boys in 2017 are Emir and Mert.

The top three among the ten most common names by girls, Viktoria, Maria and Nikol, has been 
preserved for the third year, followed immediately by Raia and Aleksandra.
 
The most common Muslim names for girls are Elif and Melek.
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the number of children with dual names 
has dropped by 37% compared to 2007
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In new-borns in 2017, the trend for greater diversity is preserved more in the names of girl (2 939 
names) than the names of boys (2 452 names), although the variety is less than the previous year. 

Since the beginning of the 21st century, more and more names chosen are often those popular 
around the world  - Aleksandar, Martin, Viktor, Nikolay, Viktoria, Maria, Nikol, So�a.
 
By 2015, the name Georgi led the ranking of the most popular names for new-born boys in 
Bulgaria. In 2016 it lost �rst place to Aleksandar, which is the most common name also in 2017.

Viktoria continues to lead the chart for new-born girls, although the number with that name 
(741) has been decreasing for a second year.

 In 2017, a dual name was given to 273 boys and 468 girls with the variety being extremely high.
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the 20 most common
male and female names in bulgaria

The diversity of female names remains greater than males. There are just over 31 000 personal male 
names and almost 40 000 female names.

Though their number has decreased compared to the previous year, the most prevalent names 
among men are still Georgi - 163 000, Ivan - 154 000, and Dimitar - 120 000. Followed by Nikolay -    
93 000, Petar - 72 000, Hristo - 59 000, Aleksandar, Stefan и Yordan - over 50 000 as well. Of all the 
men in the country 1 278 000 have the 20 most common forenames. 

The most common Muslim male names are Mehmed, Ahmed and Mustafa.
 
In women 690 000 have the 20 most common female names in the country. The most common 
name among women continues to be Maria - 115 000, followed by Ivanka - 59 000, Elena - nearly      
53 000, and Yordanka - nearly 38 000.  Also in the 20 most popular female names are Penka, Daniela, 
Rositsa, Desislava, Petia, Gergana and etc. 

In women the most common Muslim names are Fatme, Ayshe and Emine.
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Vasilyovden (the day of St. Vasiliy)

Yordanovden (Epiphany) 

Ivanovden (the day of St. Ioan)

st. tatyana

Antonovden (the day of St. Antonii)

Atanasovden (the day of St. Atanasii)

Todorovden (the day of St. Theodor)

Blagoveshtenie (Annunciation)

Lazarovden (the day of the name Lazar)

Tsvetnitsa (Palm Sunday)

Velikden (Easter day)

Gergyovden (the day of St. George)

St. St. Kiril and Metodiy

Spasovden (Ascension day)

St. St. Konstantin and Elena

Enyovden 

Petrovden (the day of St. Petar)

Ilinden (the day of Profit Ilia)

Uspenie Bogorodichno (Assumption)

Krastovden (the day of Holy Cross)

Sofia, Vyara, Nadezhda i Lyubov 

Petkovden (the day of St. Petka)

Dimitrovden (the day of St. Dimitar)

Arhangelovden (Michaelmas day)

Nikulden (the day of St. Nikolay)

St. Anna 

Rozhdestvo Hristovo (Christmas day)

Stefanovden (the day of St. Stephan)
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January  has the most people with a name day - nearly 900 000 Bulgarians celebrate Vasilyovden,  
Yordanovden (Epiphany),  Ivanovden, Antonovden and Atanasovden. In January, name day is celebrated 
by Teodosiy (11.01), Tatyana (12.01), Evtim (20.01), Maksim (21.01) and Grigoriy (25.01). 

The largest number celebrate a name day on Tsvetnitsa (Palm Sunday) - 374 000 women and men.

December is the month with the most name days. Every second day someone has the opportunity to pay 
the drinks in order to glorify his name. 
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